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WASHINGTON (UPI) --- 
jyefense Secretary Melvin KR. 
Laird said yesterday the 
United Stales would remain 


‘in Vietnam until U.S, prison- 


ers of war are freed. 

‘“Vietnamization cannot be 
cornpleted as far as I’m con- 
cerned until these prisoners 
are freed,’ Laird told the 
Senate foreign relations’ 
committee. 

Laird testified on a pro- 
posal to pump $255 million in 
foreign aid into Cambodia, 
acknowledging that “a coin- 


yoltment” had already heen 
made to Vietnam’s embat- 
tied neighbor, 


PUT MoOsr of the two. 
hour hearing was devoted ta 
the prisoner-of-war Issue 
and the circumstances sur 
rounding the abortive Nov. 
21 commande tnission to res- 
cue some of them from 4 
camp near Hanoi, 
saind denied Ci 


if 
endo” that hie 
fim knew ia advance 
prisoners would be four 


ITY WAS BFP toe Fon. 
Claiborne Pell, D-R.L, te 
raise the question ab 
averall policy res 
prisoners. He reason 
since the Vicetne ction 
program is the alternative ta 
a negotiated settlement, ne 
could not see how it j 
ever lead to the releas 
prisoners-—-since Hanoi re- 
fuses to Jet them go until the 
fighting ends. 

“This is one of the motor 
concerns we have,” Va urd 
said. “The Victnamicasi 
program cannot be corm 
ed as far as Pui concernad 
until these prisoners are 


portunities present 
selves fur rescue rais 
“i wil apprave 
again.” 

' Laird, who was late for 
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clined to talk afterwards 
~ about” how large’ a force 
would be IJeft in Vietnam 
while the prisoners are 
there. ~ 


eae nd : 


Fulbright said | it seerned . 
“reasonaple” to him that the 


Administration would créer 
the rescue raission with the 
full knowledge that no pris- 
oners were at ‘Son ‘i Tay. He 


said the mission would have © 
becn far more perilous if the . 


prisoners had heen there. 


“THERE COULD be other 
reasons justifying the 
sion,” he said. “)t’s verfect- 
ly understandable that ihe 
President might want to 
yaake a gesture that the 
POW’s won't be forgotten 
... wid to demonstrate { 


the North Vietnamese just 


how helpless they are, io 
show we have the capability 


almost at will to invade their”. 


country.” 


Brisiling, Laird accused 
Iulbright of blocking a rese- 


‘ Tulion commanding the com- 


mandces and the mission il- 
self, contending that Iful- 


‘bright was questioning tie 


‘valor of these men.” 


Fulbright said he was nat 
questioning anyouc’s cour- 
age, but only the decision 
behind the mission iself 
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